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.LLUSTRIOUS  in  the  annals  of  time  are 
epochs  of  National  Independence.  Hiftory,  in  her 
tale  of  ages,  impreflively  dwells  upon  thofe  periods* 
when  man  rifing  from  the  fervitude  which  opprefTed 
him,  has  vindicated  the  dignity  of  his  nature  and 
become  free.  Memory  is  faithful  to  the  achieve- 
ments  of  patriotifm,  and  eulogy  keeps  pace  with  the 
acquifitions  of  glory  ! 

Fellow-Citizens.  Brethren  in  Principle* 
Republicans  !  Thrice  welcome  be  this  our  meet- 
ing. Afiembled  to  commemorate  an  event  the  mod 
honorable  to  our  nation,  to  confecrate  anew  the  day 
of  our  Independence — again  to  plight  our  faith  to 
pofterity  in  the  temple  of  our  God,  let  the  fpirlt  of 
liberty  fill  our  hearts  with  rejoicing,  and  the  fervor 
of  enthujtafm  give  currency  to  the  language  of  our 
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lips.  On  this  day,  let  no  voice  of  difcontent  found 
a  note  of  difcordance,  let  no  breath  of  repining  give 
a  figh  to  regret.  Let  there  be  but  one  paufe  of  rev- 
erential feeling  to  the  memory  of  the  deceafed  heroes 
of  our  country,  and  all  the  refidue  ef  this  hallowed  day, 
be  animation,  harmony,  and  joy. 

For  nearly  one  third  of  a  century  have  the 
United  States,  of  America  exifted  a  free,  fovereign> 
and  independent  nation.  The  ftory  of  events,  which 
preceded  and  which  enfued  the  fourth  of  July  '76, 
which  led  to,  which  enforced,  and  which  juftified  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  have  fmce  been  the  con- 
stant and  confecrated  fubjefts  of  anniverfary  celebra- 
tion— Yet  the  theme  does  not  tire,  nor  has  language 
become  exhaufted.  The  Genius  of  Freedom  enlivens 
forever.  Words  flow  by  infpiration,  and  intereft  and 
animate  by  expreffion.  The  heart  beats  and  the  foul 
expands  at  the  name  of  Independence.  The  honor  of 
the  patriot  becomes  engaged,  the  pride  of  the  citizen 
is  excited,  Liberty  is  in  difcuffion,  and  the  ftation 
of  man  in  iilue.  The  grandeur  of  the  object  admits 
of  defciiption  unceafingly  and  endlefsly  varied.  Or- 
ators  and  Poets  have  already  attempted  its  perfect 
picture,  but  fome  new  fcenery  muft  ever  remain  to  be 
added,  giving  dignity  to  the  defign  and  novelty  to  the 
exhibition.  The  extreme  of  humiliation  and  the  ex- 
tent of  greatnefs  furnifh  infinite  materials  for  the  la- 
bor of  ingenuity,  and  to  contemplate  a  nation  in  thefe 
oppofite  attitudes  is  the  npbleft,  proudefl  exercife  of 
%he  human  powers. 
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Wondrous  have  been  the  foi tunes  by  which  we 
have  arrived  to  the  prefent   moment.     A  handful  of 
Pilgrims  from  a  land  of  oppreffion  are   the  lowly  an- 
ceftry  of  this  powerful  people.     Poor  and  pennylefs 
they  left  the  country  of  their  kindred,  and  weak,  and 
feeble,  and  exhaufted,  arrived  on  the  fhores  of  a  rude 
and   inhofpitable    wildernefs.      The  howl   of  beads 
was  here  their  greeting,  the  war-whoop  and  the  death - 
fong  their  paftime.     They  labored,  and   God  blelTed 
their  induftry  ;    they  perfevered,  and   God  rewarded 
their  exertions.     The  foil  yielded  to  culture,  the  rav- 
age to   civilization,   and  through  trials  and  hardfhips 
almoft  incredible,  they  acquired  an  eafy  and  enviable 
pofieMion.     Their  arms  became  nerved   to  manhood, 
and    their   ftrength  was    fart,  ripening  to    maturity. 
Where  flood  the  tents  of  the   Pilgrims,   now  fmokcd 
the  villages  of  Inhabitants  ;   where  lay   the  hunting 
grounds  of  the  Indian,  now  bloflomed  the  improve- 
ments of  the  Hufbandman. 

Thus  much  had  enterprize  accomplished,  un- 
difturbed  and  difregarded.  But  the  Parent,  who  un- 
naturally had  abandoned  the  Infant  to  deftruclion, 
viewed  the  vigor  of  youth,  and  claimed  the  ex- 
ercife  of  authority,  and  the  deference  of  fubnoiffion. 
Filial  feeling  admitted  the  demand,  and  with  the 
humble  name  of  Colonlfts,  our  "  pious  ancedors" 
were  regiftered  in  the  family  book  of  the  houfe  of 
Hanover. 

Parental  government  was  at  Ieaft  to  hare  been 
cxpec"r<?d.     It  was  to  be  hoped,  that  power  would  have 
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been  tempered  by  affection,  that  intereft  would  have 
-qualified  exaction.  The  ftrength  and  weight  of  the 
colonies,  for  a  long  time,  contributed  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  America  was  a  diadem,  the 
fineft  brilliant,  in  the  crown  of  England.  Her  pro- 
ductions were  the  fuftenance  of  the  nation,  the  life- 
fpring  of  her  commerce,  the  fupport  of  her  manufac- 
tures, miniftering  equally  to  her  wants  and  her  en- 
joyments. But  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
prey  was  the  rapacious  appetite  of  the  fpoiler.  The 
colonies  were  yet  comparatively  helplefs.  They  had 
fiourifhed,  but  their  growth  was  of  the  morning  j 
they  were  vigorous,  but  their  ftrength  was  not  per- 
fected. A  genial  fun  was  ftill  requifite  to  their  ma- 
turity. Yet  a  little  while,  and  they  would  have  ef- 
caped  danger.  Oppofition  would  have  been  idle,  and 
fiodility  unheeded.  A  corrupt,  and  profligate,  and 
unfeeling  miniftry  watched  their  opportunity.  They 
faw  that  quickly  the  bird  would  be  fledged,  and 
once  flown,  would  mock  their  purfuit.  They  faw, 
that  the  reftraints  of  flavery  were  the  fureft  guar- 
antees of  fubmiffion  ;  that  dependence  and  poverty 
would  offer  the  lead  refiftance  to  defpotifm.  They 
faw  too,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  country  the  opening 
profpecls  of  a  rival,  and  in  the  Jpirit  of  the  people,  a  de- 
termined enmity  to  Ttrants  !  To  blight  and  deftroy 
thefe  profpects,  to  curb,  and  break  down,  and  fubvert 
this  {pint;,  the  work  of  impofition  was  begun.  Taxa- 
tion, that  neceffary  burden  in  civil  fociety,  was  aggra- 
vated to  a  curfe.  Oppreffion  (talked  through  the 
land*     Articles  of  fubfiftence  were  made  fubjects  of 
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excifc,  mechanical  ingenuity  and  manufacturing  enter- 
prife  were  interdicted,  and  when,  at  laft,  forbearance 
was  exhaufted  and  loyalty  yielded  to  remonftrance, 
war  was  commiflioned  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  re- 
quifitions  of  relentlefs  power. 

The  events  which  fucceeded  are  familiar  to  the 
acquaintance   of  every   American.      The   places  of 
their  action   are    marked    for    eternal    memorial. — 
Where  were  eniombed  the  vittlma  of  valor,  over  their 
graves  are  erected  monuments  of  glory     The  plains 
of  Lexington  and  the  heights  of  Bunker  prefent  the 
firft  records  of  Independence,  and  the  ftone  and  the 
marble  which  rife  upon  their  furface,  are  cemented  with 
the  bed  blood  of  patriots.     Armies  of  mercenaries, 
for  eight  years,  ravaged   our  country  with  every  fpe- 
cies  of  brutal  and  hellim  outrage.     Plunder  was  their 
pioneer,  and   wafte  and  ruin  followed  in  their  foot- 
fteps.       Cities   were   depopulated — villages   pillaged 
and  burnt — houfes  of  public   worfhip  profaned — pri- 
vate hofpitality  abufed — infancy   tortured — the  chaf- 
tity  of  females  polluted — and  every  focial,  and  moral, 
and  manly  virtue   violated  !     Nor  was   the  conteft 
lefs  unequal.     America  had  engaged  at  fearful  odds. 
Without  numbers,  without   weapons,  without   inter- 
nal refources,  and  without  credit  from  foreign  alli- 
ance,  her   attempts  were  regarded   as  the  imbecile 
ftruggles   of  childhood,  re fi fling  parental  correction. 
The  nations  of  Europe  were  the  amazed  fpectators  of 
the  conflict,  and  more  than  one  half  the  object  was 
accomplifhed,  ere  they  accorded  to  our  entreaties  the 
countenance  of  their  power.     The  policy  of  Louis 


(   8   ) 

XVI,  ftimulated  by  the  ardor  of  his  more  gallant 
fubjects,  at  length,  enlifted  in  the  caufe,  and   follow- 
ed by  the  aid  of  the  loaned  money  of  Holland  gave 
certainty,   promptitude   and    iplendor    to    the    iiTae. 
To  thefe   friends  in    adverfity,   aiTociates  in    labor,  in 
fuffering,  and  in   glory,  let   gratitude  on  this   occa- 
fion  pay  a    deferved   tribute.     Yes,    Frenchmen    I 
We  owe  to  you  a  debt  incurred   by  generofity,  and 
which  feeling  only  can  liquidate.      Yfwx  blood  was 
mingled  with  ours  on  the  fields   of  battle,-   and  the 
bones  of  both  people   now  moulder,  where  valor  firft 
heaped  them  together.     May  liberality  forever  cher- 
ifh   the  remembrance,  and  honor  and   equity  permit 
permanency  to  the  obligation  !     And  to  the  States  of 
Holland   may  the  punctuality  of  repayment,  with  the 
reciprocal  interefts  of  both  nations,  mete  cut  a  liberal 
reward.     They  rifked  an  adventure  in  a  perilous  en- 
terprize — may  the  return  cargo  compenfate   for   the 
hazards  they  incurred. 

A  more  minute  detail  of  Revolutionary  efforts 
will  not,  at  this  time,  be  expected.  Vain  and  ufelefs 
would  be  the  labor.  From  the  blockade  of  Bofton  to 
the  furrender  at  York-town,  no  incidents  have  efcaped 
the  tradition  of  our  Fathers.  The  tendered  infant 
learns  them  at  the  breaft,  and  the  fachel'd  fchool- 
boy  makes  them  the  leffons  of  his  eailieft  recital. 
Age  dwells  upon  them  in  rapture  and  impreiTes  them 
with  virtue.  They  will  be  to  pofterity  fubjecls  of 
admiration,  when  the  moral  they  inculcate  Hall  be 
loft  to  inftruaion.— But  the  characters  of  the  Heroes 
of  thofedays  demand  higher  notice.     Each  acquifi- 
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tion  of  glory  was  at  the  price  of  blood,  each  combat 
added  to  the  dominion  of  death.  Where  Warren 
fell  hundreds  of  like  fpirit  were  numbered  befide  him, 
and  the  graves  which  yawned  for  Montgomery  and 
Mercer  were  glutted  with  their  companions  in  arms, 
Illuftrious  {hades  !  Be  at  peace — for  the  facriflce 
of  life  was  the  falvation  of  countiy  !  If  it  were 
permitted  thee  to  wander  from  the  tombs,  the  pre- 
fent  profpcifl  wuuld  be  thy  fufKcieni  reward.  Patri- 
otifm  has  been  juft  to  thy  honor,  and  affection  fenfibk 
to  thy  fall.  Sorrow  has  yearly  vifited  the  depoft  ■ 
taries  of  thy  remains  and  gratitude  made  frefh  in- 
fcriptions  to  the  remembrance  of  thy  fervices  !  Nor 
is  the  meed  of  merit  lefs  due  to  thofe,  who  furvive. 
Already  has  one  generation  rifen  and  hailed  them 
bleffed.  They  will  leave  to  their  children  a  rich  leg- 
acy of  principle  and  virtue.  They  will  inftrucr.  them 
in  fentiments  of  integrity  and  in  the  value  of  In- 
dependence. They  will  enjoy  while  here  a  noble  re- 
fult  to  their  labors,  and  bear  with  them  to  Heaven  an 
afTurance  of  the  happinefs  of  their  lateft  defcendants. 

The  war  fuccefsfully  terminated,  and  the  iovc- 
reignty  of  the  States  acknowledged  ;  a  tafk  no 
lefs  arduous  remained  to  be  accompli ihed.  A  com- 
munity of  fufFering  had  hitherto  fecured  harmony 
in  effort,  and  a  fingularity  of  objecl  coincidence  in 
the  means  of  attainment.  But  a  variety  of  profpecl 
was  now  unfolded,  and  that  magnanimity  which 
had  given  energy  to  the  M  old  Confederation"  w&s 
faund  inefficient  to  the  further  regulation  of  the  fyf- 
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tern.  The  tie,  which  had  bound  us  together,  became 
loofed.  The  immediate  danger  of  divifion  was  not 
contemplated,  and  in  the  firft  attempts  at  a  redrefs  of 
embarrafiments,  which  a  long  ftate  of  violence  had 
occafioned,  confufion  and  anarchy  well-nigh  en- 
fued.  But  patriotifm  was  again  on  the  alert,  and 
again  demanded  her  facrifkes.  A  Convention  of  Sa- 
ges was  afTembled,  and  our  prefent  Conftitution  of 
Government  prepared  for  adoption.  This  Inftru- 
xnent,  the  moft  majeftic  difplay  of  the  ingenuity  of 
Freemen,  the  refult  of  compromife  and  mutual  ac- 
commodation, after  delays  and  difficulties  and  cavil- 
lings from  the  yet  half-converted  fubjefts  of  Indepen- 
dence, the  lingering-hankering-parafites  of  power,  as 
well  as  the  arrangements  for  additional  articles,  which 
wifdom  and  forefight  extorted  in  greater  fecurity  for 
the  people,  met  the  feal  of  popular  approbation,  and 
was  ordained  and  promulgated  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  land.  To  the  head  of  its  adminiftration  was 
elected  the  firft  citizen  in  the  Republic  j  he,  who 
through  the  conflict  had  directed  our  armies,  who 
had  been  firft  to  dare  the  danger  and  laft  to  dread 
the  iffue.  WASHINGTON  !  To  thy  memory  a 
thankful  country  has  paid  its  higheft  honors.  Great- 
ly ufeful  was  thy  exiftence,.  deeply  regretted  thy 
deceafe.  Tears  have  bedewed  the  urn  where  thy 
afhes  repofe,  and  incenfe  of  love  afcended  to  the  place 
where  thy  fpirit  dwells.  If  profanation  has  polluted 
thy  name,  thy  character  it  could  not  fully.  The  viru- 
lence  of  party  has   made    mockery   of  thy  merits? 
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but  intelligence  and  patriotifm  will  be  forever  juil  to 
thy  worth  ! 

Th£  force  of  our  government  was  now  to  be 
experimented.  Of  novel  and  daring  conftruclion  few 
could  predict  its  operation.  The  fovere;gnty  and 
independence  of  the  Nation  and  the  free  and  equal 
rights  of  the  people,  were  the  objects  defigned  to  be 
fecured.  The  Confl-itution  was  made  the  chart,  by 
which  the  veifel  of  State  was  to  be  guided.  The 
courfes  and  the  bearings  were  every  where  def crib- 
cd.  The  fhoals  and  the  quick-fands,  where  fhip- 
wrecks  in  ancient  times  had  been  fufFered,  were  here 
diftinclly  laid  down — Each  caufe  of  deviation  was 
explained,  each  chance  of  ruin  calculated.  For  a 
while,  the  winds  and  the  waves  were  propitious  and 
treafures  of  happinefs  poured  in  upon  our  country. 
The  anticipated  fruits  of  liberty  were  in  gathering. 
Pride  feafted  on  the  prefent,  and  hope  reached  on- 
ward to  the  future.  The  adminiftration  of  Wash- 
ington was  generally  difringuifhed  for  thofe  mild 
and  temperate,  yet  dignified  and  independent  meas- 
ures, which  ftamp  a  wife  and  magnanimous  policy. 
During  this  period,  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  ef- 
tablifhed,  commercial  interconrfe  was  acquired,  ad- 
vantageous foreign  alliances  (with  one  memorable 
never  to  be  forgotten  exception  of  national  deg- 
radation*) were  contracted,  and  at  home,  even  the 
face  of  nature  brightened,  harmony   was    cultivated  ; 

Note  . Jay's  treaty,  defervedly  the  regret  of  the  friends 

of  Washington,  and  from  whence  has  refulted  moft  of  thole  mis- 
chiefs which  have  fince  perplexed  oar  negociations  with  that 
country. 
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peace,  mdurrry,  intelligence    and  integrity    prevailed a. 
Another  golden  era   feemed   advancing,     From  fla- 
very,  Americans  had   rifen   to   felf-command  ;  from 
being  tributaries  to  the  Englifli  Crown  to  an  equality      ■ 
with  the  mo  ft  powerful  people.     Freedom,  unreftrain- 
ed  in    expreffion,    unawed   and    unlimited    in    aclion,  • 
chafte,  confcientious,  intellectual  freedom  was  enjoyed. 
The  political  iky   was  uniformly  ferene.     The   few 
fpdts.  Which    occafionally    appeared    ia    the    horizon, 
neither  materially  obfcured  the  profpecl:  nor  diminifhed 
the  fplendor. 

But  the    advances  of  time  configned  to   retire- 
ment out  firft  illuftrious  Chief  Magiftrate,  and  to  fuc-. 
ceed  him,  a  diftinguiihed  revolutionary  compeer   was 
defignated  by  the   furTrages  of  his   Fellow-Citizens. 
The  admirers  of  the  virtues,  talents  and  public  merits 
of  a  Washington  were  not  unmindful  of  the  pre-emi- 
nent fervices   of  an    Adams.     New-England,   all  A- 
merica  had  witneiTed  his  daring  efforts,  his  proud  pre- 
dilections for  the  rights  of  man,  and  anticipated  their 
fupport  from  the    hands  of  a  champion.     But  alas  ! 
Times  had  changed,  and  men  had  changed.     A  fys-. 
tern  of  force,  of  patronage,  of  favoritifm  and  of  par- 
ade approached  the  Chief  of  the  nation  and  Unround- 
ed with  its  great  works  the   chair  of  State.      Over  the 
cloying  fcenes  of  the  A.dams  Administration,   gener- 
ofity,  at  this  period;,  would  draw  a  veil.     Sufficient  for 
ihofc  days  were  the  evils  thereof.     Army  encampments, 
fedition    irnpiifonments,   taxes,  oppreffion,  and  prodi- 
gality were  their  mo  ft  (inking  features.     An  Inqueft 
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of  the  country  has  pa(Ted  upon  them,  and  with  a  ver- 
dict of  conviction,  entitled  them  to  oblivion. 

The  Prefidential  election  of  1800  finillied  the  ca- 
reer of  delufion  and  reftored  the  Government  to  vhe 
hands  of  its  friends.     A  Patriot  and   a  Statefman   of 
the  revolution,  the  fublimiry  of  whofe  mind  firft  ken'd 
American  Independence  and  whofe  pen  impreffed  the 
folemn     Declaration,    was   happily    inducted    to     the 
Chair.     His  inauguration  was  marked  with  the  piom- 
ife  of  glory,  and   the  principles  which  on  the  fourth  of 
March   1801   he  proclaimed   at  the  Capitol,  echo   re- 
peated from  the   remoter!;  parts  of   the  Union.     The 
meafures,  which  followed  evinced,  the  fmcerity  of  pro- 
feffion.     A  redrefs  of  grievances    was  the    neceiTary 
prelude   to   an  extenfion   of  enjoyments.      To   this 
efTecl,   enquiry    and    intelligence,  labor,  fidelity  and 
perfeverance   fuccefsfully     contributed,  and  ere  one 
year   wras   noted    in   the   calendar   of  a   Republican 
Admmiftration,     each     occafron    of     difquiet     was 
removed.       Nor   was  the  vigilance    of  the    Execu- 
tive thus  fatisned.     The  acquifition  of  an  incalculably 
valuable    territory,   the    civilization   of    our  Savage 
neighbors,  the  encouragement  of  ufeful  geographical 
refearch  and   of  philofophic   enterprize    are  fubjeets, 
which  mod  honor  the  difcernment,  and  will  give  high- 
eft  luftre   to  the   fame  of  Jefferson.      To  him,  to 
thofe  he   has  fo  wifely   alTociated   with  him,  and  to  a 
virtuous,  enlightened  and  inflexibly  Republican  majori- 
ty of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  are  wTe,  Fel- 
low-Citizens, mofl  probably  indebted  for  this  day's  af- 
fociation  in  feflivity  and  rejoicing.     Why  differs   our 
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condition  from  the  ravaged  countries  of  Europe  ?  Be- 
caufe  no  fyftem  of  aggrandizement  provoked  us  to 
conqueft  ;  becaufe  no  "  entangling  alliances"  involv- 
ed us  in  European  conflicts.  More  fortunate  has  been 
om  lot.  The  wifdom  of  our  government  has  preferv- 
ed  us  from  war — its  jufiice  has  given  to  us  credit — its 
liberality  has  fecuved  us  freedom — and  its  economy  has 
left  us  "  plenty  in  the  bafket  and  abundance  in  the 
ftore." 

Yet  has  the  happinefs  of  this  fituation  had  its  al- 
loy. Againft  our  mod  beloved  President  the  harpies 
of  malice  have  drawn  their  talons.  They  have  aiTail- 
ed  him,  in  every  fhape  of  violence,  but  more  fhielded 
than  Achilles  of  old,  he  is  found,  no  where,  vulnera- 
ble. His  virtue  baffled  their  acts  and  his  character 
defied  their  pollution.  They  fee  the  fruitleflhefs  of 
their  attempts,  and  humbled,  abafhed  and  confound- 
ed,  in  filence  fubfcribe  to  a  conviction  of  their  infamy. 
But  this  purfuit  was  in  fubfervience  only,  to  a  further 
and  a  greater  object.  It  was  hoped  to  connect  meaf- 
vres  with  men,  and  by  exciting  odium  againft  the  pri- 
vate reputation  of  the  Executive,  to  create  diftruft  in 
the  integrity  of  his  Adminiftration.  For  a  while  in- 
deed, faction  feemed  organized  and  oppofltion  collect- 
ed. Federal'ifm  had  numbers  in  her  train,  and  boafted 
of  States  under  her  banners.  She  fhewed  herfelf  for- 
midable in  credit,  and  daring  and  confident  in  expec- 
tation. But  the  recurrence  of  the  Prefidential  election 
in  1804  proved  the  fallacy  of  her  expectations.  From 
this  moment,  ruin  was  her  only  profpect,  defpair  her 
only  fentiment.     Thoufands  were  reclaimed  from  the 
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Wanderings  or  deception  and  gathered  to  i  :e  fold  of 
thepeoJ>Ie.  New-Hampshire  abandoned  the  Standard 
of  the  enemy,  and  as  if  the  Jiat  of  Fate  had  not  yet 
received  its  fandion,  Massachusetts,  the  only  re- 
maining fortrefs,  the  Strong  hold,  was  compelled 
to  furrender  at  difcretion  ! 

Fellow-Citizens  ;  Republ/can  Brethren  ! 
Great  caufe  have  we,  this  day,  for  mutual  congratula- 
tions. Our  country  prefents  an  afpect  as  flattering  as 
it  is  unprecedented.  Its  foreign  relations  are  advanta- 
geous and  honorable — its  domeftic  arrangements  falu- 
tary  and  profperous.  Still  fair  is  the  promife  of  con- 
tinued enjoyment.  Our  negociations  with  England  it 
is  true,  have  met  a  temporary  fufpenfion,*  but  neither 
the  dignity  of  our  Government  will  bend  to  unequal 
terms  of  accommodation,  nor  its  vengeance  long  {lum- 
ber over  murderous  aggreffions.  Treafon  too,  of  late, 
reared  his  Gorgon  head  among  us,  but  the  monfter 
was  early  detected,  and  his  infatuated  followers  are 
uow  pafling  the  ordeal  of  Juftice,  towhofe  decifioa  we 
mod  cheerfully  fubmit  them.  And  regarding  our 
own  State,  moft  highly  becoming  are  expreffions  of  ex- 
ultation. Yes,  Republicans  !  we  will  exult  in  this, 
that  (lander  has  had  its  meafure,  and  delufion  its  end, 
that  principle  triumphs  and  virtue  is  rewarded — And 

Note. It  is  now  underftood  that  the  Prefident's  objec- 
tions to  the  Treaty  were,  that  it  coutained  no  provifion  agamffc 
the  imprefTment  of  American  Seamen,  and  that  it  was  accompa- 
nied by  a  declaration  from  the  Englifh  minifters,  that  the  King 
would  claim  a  delay  of  ratification  on  bis  part,  until  fatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  American  government  in  reference  to  the 
French  Imperial  blockading  decree — a  proportion  alike  inad- 
miffible  unequal  and  unjuft. 
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while  refpect  ill  all  pay  its  tribute  to  the  character  of 
CMiJirJl  Magi/irate  may  confidence  repofe  in  his  integ- 
i  kj  and  patriotifm  rely  on  his  truth.  Be  we  guarded 
againlt  the  hypocrtfy  of  our  enemies.  Subtilly  difpofed 
are  their  defigns  ;  treacheroufly  contrived  are  their 
meafures.  They  now  hold  the  language  of  acquies- 
cence, and  practice  the  arts  of  conciliation — But  as 
the  Eihtopean  cannot  change  his  Jkin  nor  the  Leopard  his 
/pots,  neither  can  the  once  advocates  of  royalty  be- 
come fincere  converts  to  the  fdith  of  REPUBLICANS  I 
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